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AP Psychology


Basha High School

Ms. Allison Reynolds
BAE- Secondary Education (History)- Arizona State University

BS- Psychology- Arizona State University

Email – reynolds.allison@cusd80.com 
Phone Number – (480)-224-2318 ext2257
Website –www.bashabears.com

Tutoring Hours: By Appointment, Conference Periods, From 2:20 to 2:45 PM, Monday through Wednesday
BASHA SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT VISION STATEMENT

Basha High School Social Studies seeks to create civic-minded students who endeavor to examine the complexities of issues from social, political, historical, geographical, and economic perspectives using higher order thinking, civic literacy, and analysis of primary sources, with an emphasis on life-long civic engagement, while placing the highest level of importance on guiding students to challenge their intellectual and academic abilities.

AP PSYCHOLOGY COURSE DESCRIPTION:

The AP Psychology course is designed to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and mental processes of human beings and other animals. Students are exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each of the major subfields within psychology. They also learn about the ethics and methods psychologists use in their science and practice. 

AP Psychology is taught as a college-level course and students are expected to be mature and act accordingly as the course will prepare them to pass the AP exam, take additional AP courses at Basha High School, and for a successful college experience.

TEXTS:

Huffman, Karen. Psychology in Action, Twelvth Edition. Hoboken: John Wiley & Sons. 2017.
CLASS OBJECTIVES: 

1. To help students become critical readers and effective writers.

2. To incorporate lessons learned from the past and to help achieve individual student success in the modern world, while preparing students to meet the challenges of the future.

3. To teach students how to write scientific research papers using APA documentation.

4. To teach students how to annotate, analyze, develop time management skills, study, and critically think about the world around us.
College Board skills:

5. Concept understanding: define, explain, and apply concepts, behavior, theories, and perspectives

6. Data analysis: analyze and interpret quantitative data

7. Scientific investigation: analyze psychological research studies
SUPPLIES NEEDED

Signed syllabus

Spiral notebooks (no composition please, multiple notebooks may be needed)

Black or blue pens

Lots of Pencils

Highlighters (5 colors)

3x5 flashcards for Vocabulary

GRADING POLICY:

The grading policy is simple—if you do the work, you will pass.  Academic grades are figured on a percentage of the total amount of points possible during the term.  The grading scale is as follows:

	90 – 100%
	=
	A

	80 – 89%
	= 
	B

	70 – 79%
	=
	C

	60 – 69%
	=
	D

	0 - 59%
	=
	F


Please remember that grades are EARNED, not GIVEN!

Student grades will be assessed in accordance with the following outline and can be checked online at any time using Infinite Campus:


60% - Formative Assessments (Warm-Ups, Assignments, Projects)

40% - Summative Assessments (Essays and Exams)
Parents can access student grades online through Infinite Campus. Student information is only accessible using an individualized password assigned by the school.  Parents may contact office personnel or their child’s counselor for this password.

HOMEWORK, IN-CLASS ACTIVITIES, AND PROJECTS:

Homework should be expected on a regular basis, unless otherwise specified. It is more beneficial to complete and submit homework and assigned projects on time than to make a habit of procrastination and irresponsibility.

Students are expected to complete assignments in a timely manner. All work is due on the date specified (except for excused absences). Late work is not accepted, as this is a college-level class. Make-up work and test corrections must be completed by the date specified or by the test of the next unit. Any assignments, quizzes, or tests missed as a result of tardiness or unexcused absence may not be made up and will be entered in the gradebook as a grade of zero. Extenuating circumstances will be evaluated at my discretion. 
ATTENDANCE

Tardies are not acceptable in my class. That being said, I do understand that there are occasions when students may be late to class. Tardy students should be respectful and courteous and sign in when entering the classroom late and SHOULD NOT DISRUPT the learning environment.  The following are consequences for tardies in AP Psychology:
First tardy = warning and cell phone confiscated and kept on teacher’s desk until the end of the class period. 
Second and Third tardy = Cell phone confiscated and sent to the front office to be retrieved by parent. 
Fourth and all subsequent tardy arrivals = Phone confiscated and sent to the front office and disciplinary referral sent to front office administration
Chandler Unified School District mandates that students must maintain a minimum 90% attendance record.  Students will be referred to administration on their tenth absence and may be dropped from the course.
Students will have a number of days equal to the number of days absent in which to turn in all absent work, IF their absence was excused.  Students are responsible for obtaining their absent work, which is accessible through the course website. Missed quizzes and tests can be made up before and after school or during conference period. Any assignments, quizzes, or tests missed as a result of tardiness or unexcused absence may not be made up and will be entered in the gradebook as a grade of zero. 
QUIZZES AND TESTS:

Reading quizzes will generally be given several times a week and tests will be given at the end of each unit with final exams at the end of each semester.  Each assessment will be based on outside readings, textbook readings, class lectures, discussions, and supplementary activities.  
The primary purpose of this course is to prepare students to take and pass the AP Psychology Exam.  Final exams for both semesters will utilize AP exam multiple-choice and essay questions.  Study sessions will be offered in the spring to help students prepare for the AP exam.  
The expectation of students taking an AP course is that they are working towards taking the Advanced Placement exam at the end of the school year in May. In preparation for that exam, we strongly suggest that students secure an Albert.IO license which will be available for purchase within the first five weeks of school.  We have used this online program over the past few years and students who have used the program have overwhelmingly been more prepared for their exam. Additionally, the program provides diagnostics for teachers to assess the student progress on a continuous basis which allows for more directed feedback and additional help when necessary.  This is something that the entire AP Social Studies team supports, as we firmly believe this creates the best outcomes for all of our students.

CLASS RULES AND DISCIPLINE:

The rules of conduct at Basha High School will be strictly adhered to.  The most important rule in the classroom is respect for self and for others.  Other classroom rules include:

· No food or drink (excluding water)

· No profanity or name calling of any kind

· No cell phone or iPod use
· Cell phones or iPods used in class may be confiscated and students will be required to obtain them from their administrator
· Students must come to class daily with paper, pens or pencils, a notebook journal (which will be submitted occasionally), and any outside readings.  Students may also want to bring their textbook on a daily basis.  
Violation of any rule will result in the following consequences:


First offense—Warning (this includes calling the student’s name during class)

Second and third offenses—Parent contact and 20 minute detention after school


Fourth and fifth offenses—Referral and parent contact


Sixth offense—Referral and student/teacher/parent/administrator conference

Academic Honesty:

Work should be a reflection of individual student ideas.  Students should not look at another student’s work or share their work with others.  Receiving or providing answers for an assignment, essay, quiz, or test is cheating and academic dishonesty—regardless of its form.  Any such action will result in a grade of zero for the assignment and a referral to the office for further review and possible additional disciplinary action.
Diversity Statement

All individuals have a right to an educational environment free from bias, prejudice and bigotry.  As members of the Basha High School educational community, students are expected to refrain from participating in acts of harassment that are designed to demean another student’s race, gender, ethnicity, religious preference, disability or sexual orientation.

Expectations of Students:

1. You are accountable for your own actions.

2. You are responsible for your own learning.

3. Come to class prepared.

4. Always display strong character.

5. Engage in class discussions.

6. Be respectful of the opinions of others.

7. Do not disrespect me or the other students in the class.  All individuals have a right to an educational environment free from bias, prejudice and bigotry.  As members of the Basha High School educational community, students are expected to refrain from participating in acts of harassment that are designed to demean another student’s race, gender, ethnicity, religious preference, disability or sexual orientation.
8. Learn to lead both in and out of the classroom.

9. Be on time—tardies illustrate a lack of respect for me and for your peers.

10. Do not destroy property in the classroom.

11. Do not whine or complain, you should have an attitude of gratitude.
Course Content Outline: 

I. Scientific Foundations of Psychology (10-14%)
II. Biological Bases of Behavior (8–10%) 

III. Sensation and Perception (6–8%) 

IV. Learning (7–9%) 

V. Cognitive Psychology (13-17%)
VI. Developmental Psychology (7–9%) 

VII. Motivation, Emotion, and Personality (11-15%) 

VIII. Clinical Psychology (12-16%) 

IX. Social Psychology (8–10%)
AP Psychology Syllabus Signature Page:
Dear Students and Parents:

In an attempt to reduce paper usage and waste, my syllabus is published only online, instead of individual copies for each student. If you would like a printed copy, please see me and I will help obtain one. My syllabus can be accessed on my Basha webpage or your student’s Google Classroom page. My webpage can be accessed by going to www.cusd80.com, finding Basha High under the list of schools in the upper left-hand corner of the page, then finding my name under the Faculty tab or going to the following URL: https://www.cusd80.com/Page/96058  

In order to maintain strong communication, I am requesting all students and parents to provide the following information and return this information. 

Parents: please provide an e-mail address. This is the quickest way to communicate with me and ensures a record of our conversation. When using e-mail, please keep in mind that e-mail is a public record.

By signing below, you and your child confirm your receipt of a copy of the policies and procedures as outlined. Thank you. I look forward to a very productive and meaningful school year.

Name(s) of parents or guardians
______________________________________

Best email(s) to reach you 

______________________________________

Best phone number(s) 

______________________________________

Please sign and return this portion of the syllabus.  Thank you and I’m looking forward to having a wonderful year together!

Student name (Please print)
____________________________    Period _________

Student signature

_____________________________________________

Parent signature

_____________________________________________

Dear Parents and Guardians,


To supplement our general classroom activities, occasionally students will be shown segments of films which portray psychological concepts covered during the course. Two films will be shown in their entirety: Inside Out and Three Identical Strangers. Below is a list of films which may be shown during class. Please review this list and if you do not want your student to view a particular film, please mark an X next to the film name. Students who do not view a film due to parent disapproval will be given an alternate assignment to complete while the film is being shown. Once you have reviewed the list and noted the films, if any, that you do not wish your student to view, please sign and date in the space provided. Thank you.

Respectfully,

Ms. Reynolds

The following videos are all rated G, PG, or PG 13. By leaving the box next to the title blank, you are stating that your child has your permission to view all or part of that video. Your signature is also required.

No

	
	12 Angry Men
	Social psychological concepts 

	
	50 First Dates
	Amnesia

	
	A Beautiful Mind 
	Schizophrenia

	
	As Good As it Gets 
	OCD

	
	Awakenings 
	Disorders and Therapy

	
	Cliques
	Social Psychology

	
	Inception
	Dreaming – Altered States of Consciousness

	
	Notebook
	Alzheimer’s Disease

	
	Patch Adams
	Disorders and Therapy

	
	The Manchurian Candidate (1962)
	Hypnosis, classical conditioning

	
	The Vow
	Amnesia

	
	What About Bob
	Disorders and Therapy

	
	Who Moved My Cheese
	Learning

	
	Inside Out
	Emotion, Personality, Learning, Memory

	
	Criminal Minds
	Abnormal Disorders, Forensic Psychology

	
	Lie to Me
	Lying, Psychological studies

	
	Three Identical Strangers
	Developmental Psychology, Nature/Nurture


Parent signature _____________________________________________

Date _____________

